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ABSTRACT

The lesbian exists around us with the negativar&igrhis paper investigate the representation@thuggle of
the lesbian among the patriarchical community idolmesia as it is represented in the novel Garis $eprang Leshian
(GTSL). The main theory used in this article is t@®tproposed by Ahdiati. This article finds out tthRaria is the
representation of the lesbian in the novel. Shaggtes for the sake of keeping her identity asléisbian. The struggles
involves four stages. The end purpose of this gteuigs Paria keeps her identity as the lesbian ibgrding with her
husband, leaving her family, and leaving as thbites She does the action by the purpose to rebradeive preedom to

her community, the lesbian and to get justice antbagatriarchical culture.
KEYWORDS: Lesbian, Struggle, Oppression, Justice
INTRODUCTION

The lesbian people exist around us with their riegaitnage awarded to them. They are viewed nedgtive
because they have the sexual tendency and intetesh are different from the people in general. rEffi@re, they are
labelled as the unique community with having devisex orientation compared to the people at lafts difference

causes their existence exiled from the people&raution.

The term “lesbian” is a part of homosex terminolo@kie homosex refers to the concept of having deecy of
love at the same sex. When the sex orientationred¢odoving at the same sex, such as a male laveale is called “gay”
and the female loves the famale is named “lesbiAntording to Tyson(1999) that the lesbian is taméle who has the
sexual orientation is directed to other female sTtehdency of the sexual orientation elicits treuagption that the lesbian
is called upnormal people who deviate from the peamenerally. Because they are called as the upmopmople,

they create a particular community, the lesbian.

The lesbian community which is called “the continafesbian” releases a thought and a conceptry cait an
action. This is aimed at struggling and defendihg tesbian existence. This action is conducted usecdhere is a
patriarchical culture which oppresses the lesbmmraunity continously. To release this oppressiba, lesbian forms a
pattern of movement. Gettys as quoted by Ahdiafi0), classifies the movement pattern into fourssifécations:
preliminary stagepopular stageformal stage daninstitutional stageThe prelimary stage occured in the United States
the 1950s. This stage is identified by the critichntity and descrimination awarded to the homaoakxommunity,
including the lesbian. This situation resulted le gay liberation movemer(tBID : 30). The popular stage occured in
1960s in which it was seen from the beginning efshowing of the lesbian identity. It was markedHtwy careness of the

lesbian community toward the feminist group. In @87the resurraction of the lesbian organizaticet ghowed its
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movement's objective. It aimed at describing theppse of the leshian was released publicly to thepfe using mass
media. This stage was called the formal stageuming this stage, the leshian struggled theirtertse among the people
at large. This stage lead to the institutional stalthis discored that the lesbian community charned struggle pattern
from the social separatist movement into politiwavement. This change identified that the lesbamtakes part and take
role in the political world. With this movementgtfesbian can reduce and descrease the supremtmymfle group over

the female group. This movement was calledibenen’s liberatian.

Within the struggle, there must be an object whéchktruggled Weltanschauung The lesbian struggle wants to
show its existence. It is realeased with the freedi@m the paternalistic movement. The freedom Whias gotten such
as identity, sexual orientation, and human rightoAthem get the admittence from the society thatlesbian is a normal
community as it is. In their struggle, the lesbiaas internal conflict with their familily membersgligious people,
academicans, and community at large. They try hardtop the development and progression of theidasin the
community. They think that the lesbian is taboo deteriorate the destiniy. Even, more extremelg, rédigious people

claim that the lesbian is taboo, sinful, immoraid dhe center of the contageous desease.

| am a women who want to think wiser to other peofxn still trying to provide an opportunity fothers to think
well. And we are existing in the world because bseave were created to exist. That we are existotgo be

oppressed by all the evil and injustice (GTSL pZ&®R)3).

Based on the above data, Paria feels his priddéas trampled. He struggles the sense of her hiynas is
stated by Herlinatiens in an interview with thehautthat she wants to be received by the commumitydue to her
gender, but because she is as human beings. AngaiHerlinatiens the women, including the lesbjaare also human
beings that should be respected and appreciatéuketsociety. The humanity will be more importardrtijust sex, gender,
sexual orientation, color, position, social statlibe humanity is not concerned with the identityt lofi humanity.
Paria championed humanity is basically the formsinfiggle against the injustice. As humanity thigkipresented by
Pramoedya in Human Earth tetralogy. The problerurhanity is derived from the assumption that mae his life as a
human being is intrinsically to break away from tie shackles, for example, the rejection of corasére cultural
heritage, resistance against the injustice of dalamle, or the spirit of building freedom and hamwelfare within the

scope of national unity (Hun et al., 2011).

The acceptance which is not commensurate with Bagigectation makes her stronger to struggle kistence
as the lesbian. She is not easily underestimatssljust does not want to be underestimated. Stetgimmed herself as the
one who would not be defeated. She was determinadimously in order to breathe air of freedom. Téwical lesbian
group launched a concept that the lesbians doaet men. The struggle requires firmness. The deuggeds a principle.
Paria is a staunch fighter in realizing the priteims illustrated in this data. " | became a mpright in confidence,
unbroken and undefeated " (GTSL p.73, 2003).

Paria is also struggling to be accepted in herlfarkier family is a barrier for her that must bdeato be avoided.
The thinking for the family should taken a soluttonavoid dishormany. She deeply thinks for keepiregharmony in her
family. She has to find reasons that can be acddpteher family. The demand of her family to getrrieal with a man

should be rejected wisely and in a subtle way.

| became increasingly agitated. | am constantiyking how to deal with my family later. Should Yvggthem more
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false promises about a wedding which | have toasent to them? While never crossed my mind to nzamgan.
I'm a woman whose in the eyes of people do not Adast name, but in fact | havebeen the Lady afaPashmora
Ashvagosha. So, what's more? (GTSL p.130, 2003).

Paria still reject the principle of her parentse $hought and worked hard to assure people thaticdarstand the
concept of multicultural society. Based on the @pfe of the multiculturalism, the lesbian femiigtontinue to move on
to show their identity. Their struggle is more dymna and bold. The reaction of her family and comityis giving

positive meaning of her struggle. At least the peoyll consider that the lesbian feminists do eaisd live with them.

The principle of multiculturalism requires that &irms of discrimination should not happen in tlemenunity.
The lesbian feminists who have different ways ialohg with life, mainly in sexuality is not the nmaissue to worry
about. If starting from the concept of multicultisen, the exclusion of the lesbian feminists neetl mappen. They are
figures that also need to be valued and respetteslrights of individuals and different communitiesist be respected.
The concept of multiculturalism culture will oppoakt homoginity forms. The multiculturalism assuntkat society is a

form of association of differences Ahdiati, 2007).

The struggle of Paria is clearer and more certihivas seen from her attitude and conception wisibh has
choosen. She is brave to struggle for the sakead ith the same woman which is seen untrue incoenmunity.

Her choice can be seen in the following quotations:

My attitude changed into far rude to him. I'm gadgtisick and confusedevery day. Fear forcan't sttbphat has
been almost accomplished. | was too scared naddch a meaning of loyalty in a this controversiald. A lesbian
love! (GTSLp.272, 2003).

“Stop bastard! | need to talk, do not run away frome, “and | am chasing him. | pulled his arm andramained
watching her. The stunned overflow my feeling. ¥$dvlahendra, but we should and must talk to stdpthas
before its too late “(GTSL p.278, 2003).

Paria is the figure of an active lesbian. She, ghoin love with Shiva Rie Ashvagosha role as woniemn

aggressive figure. In life, she has strong prirespBShe is the one who never give up in fightingher beliefs.

| am the woman who will not be nervous becausensdnees slammed my way. | am a woman who is born of i
toxicity which grows in the natural whip, perchedthe biases wind of a reel for a long time. | amv@nan who is
not dazzled by the circumstances, yes. That'&dI5( p.123, 2003).

The recognition of herself as the lesbian figur@aslonger uncovered. She voices his heart op&iig. does not

hesitate to admit her identity as the lesbian. Adit to her, the
lesbian is not a weak man, who is needs to be ie&lpd accompanied by a man

" | am a leshian. But | am still the human rightbécame increasingly dizzy because people assuaarhn
behavior as the leshian is like an animal" (GTS1289, 2003).

THE PATTERN OF STRUGGLE

The patterns of the struggle of Paria are consistvo ways. The first is by applying hidden wayiorstealthy
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manner. The second is by an open way. The hiddgnisvdone on the premise that society is not reaadgccept her
presence as the leshian. So, she does not dapetoup both within the family and in society afgkar The following is

presented the hidden ways of Paria in applyingdesttity as the lesbian.

“Yes”, in the family session, | said flatly, “I'mti not ready. | still need a higher college agaiAbout the
husband’s case, | certainly find it later. So dd fayce me to get married with Mr. Wiryo". The bégfjscam that
is being planned in my brain (GTSL p.82, 2003)

Paria knows well that her family do not like hera® the lesbian. Therefore, when she wants to hgagyed with
a man by her parents, she pretends to be not r€ahtinuing her study to the college becomes hasae. In this way,
her family agrees and receives Paria. The reasgpo to college is actually a made-up reason todafrom the marriage.

In fact the reason it's just a lie, so that famsiéee not forced to get married.

Paria lack of openness on her identity as the desas it is seen from her appereance when he avithérried to
Mahendra. To cover this, Paria accepts to be ntalyeMahendra. The issue of leshian on has beetedvafy Mahendra
family. To fool the issue, she acts generously viithhendra and his family. With the kindness, Malangives an
explanation to his mother that she is not a leslfiue tries to avoid her identity to the publidtas stated in the following

guotation.

"Seeing my attitude is always good and respeatfihé presence of Mahendra 's mother and her efdimly,
even Mahendra’s mother is more convinced that | ravhthe lesbian and | will be her prospective imla
(GTSL p.249, 2003).

In this way, she could hide her lebian and throwayathe gossip that she is the lesbian as it has he rumored
by the society. Among the society, the lesbian akityuis still a taboo. Therefore, they still camdi themselves within their
own communities. They did not dare to come outexptess their sexuality identity openly. In his bpoBpistemology of
the Closet, Sedgwick expressed the term "out otkbset"(Barry, 2010). That is, the lesbians aredawed openly coming

out to declare their lesbian identity.

What is done by Paria is a form of struggle to naimhe identity. Paria’s struggle as stated by iataid2007)
equals with Lesbian Feminist Movement in the e&flg in America in which the lesbian feminist moveinended to be
individuals with a hidden way. The lesbian movemieatomes more solid when it joined the "Civil RigiMovement"
and "The New Lefs" (Ahdiati, 2007). If its seenrrats role, the lesbians thinking results in newvement, either
individually or in groups. However, if it is viewelllom a social movement result in separatist arattoal political

movements, the movements are conducted covertiylp&hdiati, 2007).

Paria continues struggling to demonstrate her igenhe lesbian throughout secretly and openly.afssxample
is she establishes many contacts with the lestbamunities, like in Yogyakarta. The community cootis to contact
different community in different places. They beeothe center of discussion to solve the problerasttiey have faced
so far, such as the way to make people acceptithamitity. Even, from the discussion results inigohow to establish

ideas on the lesbians among the Indonesian people.

As the lesbian, Paria experiences continuous erigif@s her family. As the consequence, she telésttiath

about her identity to them. This makes her family shocking and as the result, her relationshipvésen herself with her
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family mainly her mother is not in harmony. SheesdMy mother is getting away from me. | even do nettaee to tell
her that | am a woman who loves the same wo(GarsSL p.80, 2003)”. She also wants to show hentitieto the society

around her publicly.

Gita, you know about me and my obsessions? Abouimagness, how can | make our society accepts my
presence? We exist with different tendency of meixit is very difficult for them to accept thidfdrence. | am

very confused now, but | never step down (GTSL, R23B).

At first the struggle of Paria gets various obstadrom many sides, such as the family, intelldstuand the
general public. However, she struggles in indirgay or hidden way then followed by the open wayroligh the open
way, the negative challenges from many elementsoofety are directed to her. What has Paria dorexjloring her
identity is in line with the leshian movement in Arita in the 1960s in which it was marked by sefsranovements and
since the 1990s the movements change to the opethweaygh the institutionalization. However, thelr@aeceptence of the
people in the United States has not been encowalgiindonesia until now, the rights of gay, leshior transgender are

unrecognized and they are still underestimatedqi@ef 2003).
THE CONFLICTS FACED BY PARIA AND THEIR SOLUTIONS

Paria faces some problems in expressing her igleatitthe lesbian. The main problem is the cultb@ind
existing in Indonesia in which it just admits thlagére are two sex differences, male and female.rm&le has to love the
female and otherwise. There is not crossing lime piermitting the male loves the same sex, maletamdemale love the
same female. Such the cultural inscription makeasaRges hard to be accepted by the people ardwemdhat she may
differs with others in term of expressing love e tsame woman. However, she goes on with her tgidntipenetrating
the cultural hindrance in front of her. She fadesproblems in her family as well as in her societgr family challenges

her openly. She states:

"My mom gets angry with me. My uncle does too. Blesane why | have done the lesbian in which it smake

mother sad and angry with me. My condition causessss in my family (GTSL p. 83, 2003).

The society who live around her also challengedheice as the lesbian. They crush her directly lnying her
books of the leshians. They claims what has Pamee ds not suitable with the religion and the rieligorders the people
to exile Paria. To express their dissappointmenPaoia, they throw the cow dirth to her home (GT®L12, 2003).
Seeing this evidences, she continous to fight obgrtignoring their oppressions. She goes on with identity.
She believes that God creates her with differemdeacy of having love and sex with the same ger@lee.exists because

she is existed by God. She does not care to theti@j of people. She intensifies her activity stablish her existence.

Paria tries to give understanding to the people@tter identity using many ways, such as througheutbooks,
speeches, and direct discussions. And in a veryiharoment, the people come to her and throw aestomer so
that she is evacuated from the stone accidentitbitiese (GTSL p.112, 2003).

With some enlightments on the lesbians, the peepdmtually do not care with her identity. They di protest
to her. They start accepting her although with manyes. Other effort to avoid the clash with otipeiople is her
movement to France. She chooses France becausestfgeedom to her people. France is the symbdteafom to its

people. In contrast, Indonesia is not an appropriace for the lesbians, but the Frances is thlet place to her.
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She states that “ | am home, | am home for the eal@ve in which | really appreciate the most (&T©308, 2003).
THE PURPOSEOF PARIA'S STRUGGLE

Paria brings out the spirit of the 2000s era. Tioees she worked hard to struggle her existencthadesbian.
The aim of her struggle is to achieve justice aplald the truth. She demands justice for humartsigh it is appropriate
for mutual respect. She is enforcing the essetrti#t, the truth of the law of the Almighty God.&Wishes and demands
justice and uphold the truth of human values isffaim the point of view of a heterosexual. Paxpresses some sarcastic
words to show her aggravation to the people insoeiety because they think that they arebetter tiggnin connection
with the rights issue, Paria has own view of lifeer philosophy is based on the philosophical exgoesof the feminist
lesbian. According to Hun (2011), the struggle barrealized through the resistance against theirgigalues, reaction
to the challenge, or awareness against injustideatWhe has done so for represent this statemeneabhe resistance of
thought and lesbian movement which she has condiiagainst the people is actually a form of oppositgaints the
patriarchal and heterosexual values. In additiba, lesbian movements also raise awareness offheple to fight the

injustice which is inflicted on them.

Paria’s struggle inspired by the concept of thetexitialism philosophy. The concept reveals that¢sbians are
used to fight for their existence in the societyunich they feel that their community is less freed The philosophers of
existentialism, Kiekegaard views the existentialisnthe manifestation of a human being in this doflhe existence of
human being can be seen from something that wamgda done, and eventually existed. Paria as flvesentation of
thelesbian showsthat she is not static but dynaBycsimply doing the plan, struggle, and ultimatbgcame the lesbian
woman can be recognized by the community. Paria fof an ideological struggle in which it is dismlarg oppression
and searching the root of oppression until haviregreal liberation efforts. The patriarchal oppi@ssgainst lesbians is

the form of the systemic oppression. The repressioeflected in Paria’s statement below:

| am woman in the margin line, who wants to stréaghthe thinking of being more civilian. Althoughis
difficult, I'm still trying to to provide chance f@thers to think well, that we are existing arouthém. And we
exist because we are created to exist. We areirexisbt to be opressed by many kinds of badnessrjunstice
(GTSL p.88, 2003).

The character of Paria plays very important rol¢hastrue woman. It's seen from her bravery in lgmaging the
patriachical culture. The struggle of her is semmfher choice in divorcement with her husbandviteaher family, and
choosing to live with her own identity as the lesbiShe chooses this way although she has thea effeeing extremely
suffered. In achieving her dream, she is bravadte the oppression mainly the matter of gender.isShble to elevate the
dignity of women like the man and even she excéleglsthing by having the man become the unneedesbpeShe does
not like the man in her life. She represents héesethe independent women without being deperaietite man. In every

aspect of her life, she does not need the man.

The struggle of Paria is the manifestation of mieyajal rebellion consiting of inner and outer r&be.
According to Hun and Camus (2011), the rebellioditerary work is generally divided into inner andter rebellion.
The inner rebellion is close to the metaphysisaelion and the outer rebellion refers to hist@lricebellion.

The metaphysical rebellion covers the insight viewd the causal of the lose is for the sake ofdestihe historical
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rebellion covers the social rebellion in which #sen from the movements to send out their enemgpponent.
Paria struggles her identity not for the sake af&i, but it is used for sustaining her identibgdaer groups. She struggles
not only to face the patriachical and heteroseraahination, but also for having the essence of mitjaShe struggles
for her groups to get the peace among the varieoglp in the community. She thinks that her grdupud be admitted
and accepted by other people who have different viegender.

CONCLUSIONS

The aspect which is struggled by paria is the hutpa8he struggles her identity silently and opknattaining
her struggle, she gets hindrance from her familgg paople in massive. She solves the hindrance Byinggublic
speeches, discussions and writing articles. Shggies for the sake of humanity. She struggledardterself but also for
her community and group, the lesbian. She trieshow that the woman equals with the man with dgstgothe

partiarchical and heterosexual system and demaldingistice and establishing the truth.

What Paria has done is the representation of threemts liberation. It is seen from the rebelliorthe structure
of women existence among the partiarchical donomaffhe women are seen as the weak people andiime@dotection
from the men. But, she rejects this view by divogcivith her husband, leaving her family and livingder her belief of
the leasbian. Thus, Paria fighting not for himseif for his people. She aligns its existence topttesence of men, against

male dominance, patriarchal systems break dowrttandther, not because they want to uphold justicktruth.
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